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1. Background 

 

1.1. In 2019 Baginton Fields Academy embarked on a review of the curriculum 

design in line with the new Ofsted Education Inspection Framework (EIF): which 

aims to evaluate the Intent, Implementation and Impact of the curriculum in 

terms of improving outcomes for students.   

1.2. The chart below documents the results of the academy’s review that 

recognises the depth and breadth of the curriculum content, clarifies the 

purpose of assessment and offers a logical progression through the key stages 

in preparation for adulthood. 
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2. Our curriculum 

 

2.1. At Baginton Fields Academy, we strive to ensure the curriculum is personalised 

to meet the needs of all our students and to ensure equality of access and 

opportunity.  

2.2. We believe our curriculum provision reflects our aspirations for all our students 

and our respect for the individuality and uniqueness of all. 

2.3. We aim to provide an ambitious curriculum that is “balanced and broadly 

based” whilst being relevant, inspiring and motivating.  

2.4. We aim to provide a safe, stimulating environment that will encourage all 

students to make positive contributions to home, school and community life. 

2.5. We are committed to providing a curriculum that promotes a lifelong love of 

learning and enables all students to successfully experience and develop their 

full educational and social potential. 

2.6. There is a range of curriculum provision within school designed to meet the 

individual needs of all our students.  Students who have SLD/MLD receive a 

curriculum that is based on the National Curriculum subjects, youngsters 

whose learning is significantly affected by their ASD/PMLD follow a bespoke 

curriculum tailored to their learning styles and needs while in Key Stage 5 

students follow a curriculum leading to ASDAN, NCFE and Functional Skills 

qualifications.   All curricula focus holistically on the student and wider 

opportunities that will prepare them for adulthood. 

2.7. At Baginton Fields we value highly the Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural 

development of all our students and their personal, social and health 

education is very much part of our ethos. 

2.8. Baginton Fields actively promote Baginton Values (BVs) which are based on 

the fundamental British Values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, 

mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. In 

addition, Character Education is embedded across the curriculum. 

2.9. Baginton Fields view cultural capital as a vital element of the holistic 

education and development we offer to every young person in our school. 

We strongly believe that in order to equip and prepare our students for their 

role as influential global citizens we must offer them the very broadest range 

of opportunities, experiences and knowledge during their time in our school. 

2.10. We aim to ensure that all students have access to extra-curricular activities 

such as enrichment sessions, lunchtime clubs, residential and community visits. 

3. The fundamental intents of the curriculum 

 

3.1. Provide an inspiring and challenging environment that encourages all 

students to aspire to securing high levels of achievement and attainment.  

3.2. Provide students the chance to learn through experiencing a broad range of 

purposeful, motivating and enjoyable learning opportunities. 
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3.3. Provide equality of access and the opportunity for all students to make 

progress. 

3.4. Personalise learning in order to overcome individual barriers to learning. 

 

3.5. Promote the development of communication, language and literacy (incl. 

digital literacy), ICT and numeracy (incl. problem solving). 

 

3.6. Develop student independence. 

 

3.7. Enable students to acquire transferable skills and knowledge through focusing 

on the learning habits associated with Building Learning Power 

(resourcefulness, reflectiveness, resilience & reciprocity). 

 

3.8. Actively promote spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. 

 

3.9. Develop an awareness of what it is to be British and the importance of British 

Values. 

 

3.10. Develop an awareness of the importance of a healthy lifestyle and how to 

maintain personal safety. 

 

3.11. Enable students to become active participants in the whole school and wider 

community. 

 

3.12. Develop individual personal and social skills. 

 

3.13. Prepare students for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult 

life and to be able to make a valuable contribution to society. 

 

4. Class Structure 

 

4.1. There are 4 class groups, also known as pathways, in every Key Stage. Lower 

(=L KS3), Middle (=M KS4) and Upper (=U KS5) are the three strands to 

dissociate the key stages. Students are taught in mixed aged class group. In 

KS 3 students follow a three-year rolling cycle while students in KS 4 follow a 

two-year rolling cycle. In KS5, there is also a three-year rolling cycle. 

 

4.2. In Key Stage 5 as in other areas of the school, students are grouped into 

different groups according to their needs but there are one and a half days a 

week where the students have mixed groups for social, creative, physical and 

work-related learning skills. Students who are able to choose which sessions 

they attend, other students are allocated to sessions according to their 

preferences and talents. 

4.3. Students are grouped according to their learning needs and style rather than 

by age.  

4.3.1. The Explorers = young people whose learning is significantly affected by ASC. 

4.3.2. The Discoverers = students who have PMLD. 
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4.3.3. The Venturers = students with ASC and/or severe learning difficulties. 

4.3.4. The Investigators = students with severe to moderate learning difficulties.  

4.3.5. The pathways in situ: 

 

 

 

5. The organisation of the curriculum 

 

5.1. It promotes an enjoyment of learning and a commitment to achievement. 

5.2. In KS3 students follow a three-year rolling cycle while students in KS4 follow a 

two-year rolling cycle. 



Page 7 of 15 

 

5.3. However our ASC curriculum – Explorers – follows an overall 5 year rolling 

programme across KS3 and KS4. The same applies for the PMLD – Discoverers 

curriculum. 

5.4. KS5 curriculum is focused on achieving ASDAN accreditation awards and 

NCFE qualifications such as Functional Skills in ICT, mathematics and English; 

this ensures progression through the development of core and independent 

life skills. This is a three-year programme of study. 

5.5. Functional Skills are delivered to ensure support students’ further education 

pathway. 

5.6. Individual key stage and subject long-term plans indicate the knowledge, skills, 

vocabulary and include the subject specific concepts to be taught over the 

term. 

5.7. Teachers plan their lessons and save their intention slides on SharePoint so that 

the class team can access in advance details of the personalised intentions 

and their progression for each lesson. The teacher will discuss with their team 

adaptive learning and any differentiated strategies. 

5.8. All key stages actively promote Learning Outside the Classroom. 

5.9. The Explorers: 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 3 Key Stage 4 Key Stage 5 

 

In Key Stage 3 & 4 the national 

curriculum is not appropriate.  

These students follow a specially 

devised curriculum that allows those 

with significant ASC needs to follow 

a highly structured individualised 

programme of purposeful activities. 

 

 

In Key Stage 5 students follow a 

similar curriculum but their learning 

is accredited through an ASDAN 

qualification called Personal 

Progress. 

Timetabled Lessons: 

 

• Communication and Literacy 

• Curiosity  

• Independence and Flexibility  

• Creativity  

• Physical Well-being  

• Citizenship and Social Well-

Being 

 

Timetabled Lessons: 

 

• Communication and 

Literacy 

• Curiosity 

• Independence and 

Flexibility 

• Creativity 

• Physical Well-being 
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RE Festivals are delivered through 

lessons and assemblies. 

 

Phonics – Sound awareness and see 

and learn vocabulary scheme. 

Welcome and Walk – start of the 

morning. 

Co-regulation – session to start the 

afternoon. 

Enrichment – Wednesday afternoon 

 

• Citizenship and Social Well-

Being 

 

Pupils are working on ASDAN 

modules titled: Developing 

communication skills, Developing 

ICT skills, Developing skills for the 

workplace, Developing 

independent living skills, Preparing 

drinks and snacks, Daily routine 

and activities, Engaging with the 

world around you, Getting on with 

other people, Using interpersonal 

skills 

 

• Lesson content is focused on developing student skills in six main 

areas: communication, flexibility, literacy, mathematics, 

independence, citizenship, discovery and physical development 

and wellbeing.  Students will work on area specific targets during 

lessons; however, communication and flexibility are worked on 

continuously throughout the school day.  

• Where possible and relevant teachers will support lesson content 

by using the sensory story for the term as a themed.  

• Many students have individual sensory diets to support 

engagement with their learning. 

 

 

5.10. The Discoverers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 3 Key Stage 4 Key Stage 5 

 

Key Stage 3 and 4 are combined to 

make one class. The national 

curriculum is not appropriate. 

 

RE Festivals are delivered through 

lessons and assemblies.  

 

Phonics – Sound awareness and see 

and learn vocabulary scheme. 

Welcome and Walk – start of the 

morning. 

 

In Key Stage 5 students follow a 

similar curriculum but their learning 

is accredited through the ASDAN 

Personal Progress qualification. 
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Co-regulation – session to start the 

afternoon. 

Enrichment – Wednesday afternoon 

Timetabled Lessons: 

 

• Communication and Literacy 

• Curiosity 

• Independence and Flexibility 

• Creativity 

• Physical Well-being 

• Citizenship and Social Well-

Being 

 

Timetabled Lessons: 

 

• Communication and 

Literacy  

• Curiosity 

• Independence and 

Flexibility  

• Creativity 

• Physical Well-being 

• Citizenship and Social Well-

Being 

 

• Allows for students with PMLD needs to follow a curriculum based 

upon communication, creativity, curiosity, emotional & social 

wellbeing and physical development.   

• Students access literacy, numeracy, science, ICT, etc. These are 

taught through a sensory approach and assessed under one of 

the above headings. 

• Students’ physical development is supported through programmes 

such as TacPac, Body Awareness and individual physiotherapy 

programmes. 

• Specialised strategies such as Intensive Interaction are employed 

to support learning. 

• Students access specialised therapies such as Music Therapy, 

Sensory Integration Therapy and Sensory Diets.  

• Students complete selected units from ASDAN Towards 

Independence/Personal Progress where appropriate and relevant 

to their year group. 

 

 

5.11. The Venturers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 3 Key Stage 4 Key Stage 5 

 

In Key Stage 3 & 4 Students are 

taught in mixed aged class groups. 

Students are taught a mix of the 

National Curriculum subjects and a 

more personalised programme 

 

As part of their transition to KS5 

students complete a selective 

number of units of study from the 

ASDAN Toward Independence 

scheme.   
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following on The Explorers, where 

appropriate. 

 

Students study ASDAN Personal 

Progress 

 

Timetabled weekly lessons: 

 

English, mathematics, science, My 

Independence (RE, RSHE, PHSECC 

[Jigsaw] and Food Technology, 

Community, Careers and Enterprise), 

physical wellbeing (incl. swimming 

and enrichment), ‘My Arts’ (Art, 

music) and each week there is 1 

session reserved for consolidation. This 

includes looking at EHCP targets, 

well-being activities and completing 

work tasks that may need extra time 

from the week. 

 

Online Safety is taught via ICT 

Computing and safe practice is 

across all subjects. 

 

Phonics – Sounds 

Welcome and Walk – start of the 

morning. 

Newsround & Comprehension or 

Mastering number – session to start 

the afternoon. 

Enrichment – Wednesday afternoon 

 

Timetabled weekly lessons: 

 

ASDAN Personal Social 

Development  

Independence in the community   

English Communication Skills 

Maths Skills 

RSHE  

Recreation and Leisure  

ICT 

Work Related Learning  

Online Safety is taught via ICT 

Computing and safe practice is 

across all subjects 

• Core subjects are delivered discretely but there is also a focus 

within English which may be use to provide a cross-curricular and 

holistic approach to the learning of the foundation subjects.  

• The literacy focus enables students structured opportunities to 

develop transferable skills. 

• Learning Outside the Classroom is applied where possible. 

• Key stage 3 & 4 students participate in enrichment activities on a 

Wednesday afternoon, which provide the opportunity of working 

inclusively and developing social skills. 

 

 

5.12. The Investigators 
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Key Stage 3 Key Stage 4 Key Stage 5 

Key Stage 3 students are taught the 

core subjects of English, mathematics 

and science, as well as RE, ICT, RSHE, 

PSHE, art, music, PE (including 

swimming) and food technology. 

 

Key Stage 3 Investigators follow a 

specifically designed curriculum 

which occurs over a 3-year cycle. This 

is based on the National Curriculum 

with adapted expectations.  

 

Lesson learning intentions are 

adapted to all/most/some 

expectations and students are 

supported to access challenge at 

whatever level.  

 

All students study an ASDAN and 

NCFE accredited qualification 

i.e. Personal Progress, 

Employability, Personal and 

Social Development; Entry level 1 

-3. The focus is on preparing 

students for the next stage of 

their education as they move 

towards adulthood and in 

supporting them to become as 

independent as possible. These 

awards allow for progression post 

key stage 4. 

Students focus on Life Skills and 

Functional Skills such as 

Communication, mathematics 

(numeracy) and ICT, Community 

experience, Work experience, 

Enterprise activities, Work and 

Leisure and Personal and Social 

skills. 

Some students participate in 

inclusive accredited activities at 

alternative establishments i.e. The 

Herbert Art Gallery. 

 

Timetabled Lessons: 

 

English, mathematics, science, RE 

through music, art, food technology, 

Careers and Enterprise, ICT 

computing, PSHE, RSE, Physical 

Education (incl. swimming), 

consolidation. 

 

Historical, geographical and cultural 

understanding taught through lessons 

and assemblies.  

 

Online Safety is taught via ICT 

Computing and safe practice is 

across all subjects. 

 

We follow the PPSEN phonics 

programme and provide 15 minutes 

of daily phonics practice.  

 

Reading is a priority across all lessons, 

including comprehension and word 

reading. 1 English lesson per week is 

Timetabled Lessons: 

 

ASDAN Personal Social 

Development (incl. community   

English Functional Skills 

Maths Functional Skills  

RSHE  

Recreation and Leisure 

ASDAN Employability 

ICT 

Work Related Learning   

Work Experience internal and 

external for individual students. 

Online Safety is taught via ICT 

Computing and safe practice is 

across all subjects. 
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dedicated to specifically building 

reading skills.  

 

• Key stage 3 & 4 students participate in enrichment activities on a 

Wednesday afternoon, which provide the opportunity of working 

inclusively and developing social skills. 

• A consolidation session at the end of the week is utilised to provide 

specific intervention to students; for example, catching up with 

missed work or practising tasks that students have found 

challenging.  

 

6. The Rights Respecting School Award (RRSA) 

 

6.1. At Baginton Fields we ensure the UNICEF Rights Respecting Schools Award 

(RRSA) is embedded throughout our curriculum and across this school. We 

believe a whole school approach is important because it is putting children's 

rights at the heart of school policy and practice. The RRSA ensures we create 

a positive and rights-respecting environment for our young people, fostering 

improved well-being, behaviour, and academic outcomes. By embedding 

the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) into our school's 

curriculum it ensures children's rights are learnt, taught, practised, respected, 

protected and promoted. As a result, it empowers our young people to 

understand their rights, respect the rights of others, and become active, 

responsible citizens. 

7. Careers & Skills for Life 

 

7.1. At Baginton Fields, our Careers and Skills for Life curriculum aims to prepare 

students for adulthood by developing essential life and employability skills. In 

Key Stage 3 and 4, students have a dedicated weekly lesson focused on 

exploring a wide range of careers and the skills needed for different job roles 

and their next stages in there education and development. As students move 

through Key Stage 5, they are given opportunities to take on leadership 

roles and participate in employment and enterprise activities through our 

structured Work-Related Learning programme on Friday mornings, helping 

them build confidence, independence, and aspirations for their future. For 

whom it is suitable students will explore and undertake work experience. All 

students will work towards recognising and using the 8 Essential Skills 

of:   Listening, Speaking, Problem Solving, Creativity, Staying Positive, Aiming 

High, Leadership and Teamwork.  

8. Roles and responsibilities 

 

8.1. Although the Deputy Headteacher has overall responsibility for the school 

curriculum, curriculum development, design and implementation is the 

collective responsibility of the leadership team and subject leaders. 

8.2. Subject Leaders are accountable for reviewing and updating the long-term 

planning whilst teachers ensure the intervention “slide” planning is aligned with 
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the long-term plans. Subject leaders are responsible for the moderation and 

assessment of their subject, providing coaching or mentoring where required. 

8.3. Subjects are grouped into “Faculties” to support the development of subject 

leaders and to embed “joined up thinking” and consistency across the 

curriculum. 

8.4. Faculty groups are: Core Skills, Personal Development, Creative and 

Expressive. 

Faculties Subjects Subject Leaders / Co-

ordinators 

Core Skills English (Literacy and 

Communication) 

Sharon McLeod 

Communication & 

Interaction 

Helen Stimson 

Mathematics Elizabeth Drew 

Science and STEM Emma Maxfield 

Personal Development Religious Education Julie Read 

Relationship and Sex 

Education 

Emma Dunstone 

PSHE Beata Stasiewska 

Physical Education & 

Community 

Rachel Burnside 

Careers and Enterprise Sean Noone 

Creative and Expressive Art and D&T Kate Beaumont 

Food Technology Leanne Parker 

ICT and Computing Sean Noone 

Music Helen Price 

Preparing for Adulthood, Life for Skills, SMSC, British Value, Cultural Capital, 

Characteristic Education are all delivered through all subjects and areas. 

   

Evolve LOtC Laura Pears 

   

The Explorers  Bethany Weale 

The Discoverers Hannah Breslin 

The Venturers Daniel Elsworth 

The Investigators Franck Lavie 

   

Head of Key Stage 3 Franck Lavie 

Key Stage Managers Emma Dunstone 

Leanne Parker 

Head of Key Stage 4 Rachel Burnside 

Head of Key Stage 5 Sean Noone 

 

9. Enrichment sessions 

 

9.1. Aims: 
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9.1.1. To improve student well-being e.g. self-esteem, reduce anxiety associated 

with ASD.  

9.1.2. To improve the physical health of students e.g. physical stamina, healthy 

weight 

9.2. ‘Spiritual. Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC) development is the over-arching 

umbrella that encompasses personal development across the whole 

curriculum.’ (Ofsted definition of SMSC education.)  

9.3. Through our Enrichment programme, students are able to choose from a 

selection of Enrichment activities that cover the arts, cultures, sports, ICT and 

therapies (cultural). They are guided by staff towards activities to meet the 

aims as above. In addition, students benefit from peer support and interaction 

with different students across all years’ group (socially/ morally). With Key stage 

5 students, taking on the role of student leaders to support students and the 

staff delivering the sessions. Thus, preparing children and young people to live 

full active lives as part of their community and into adulthood. 

9.4. Staff talents are utilised when planning the activities so the school is able to 

offer some more usual activities such as sewing and e-twinning and external 

companies are used to offer more variety e.g. Dave for music and NHS support 

for health and wellbeing. 

9.5. Our whole school Thrive approach is incorporated, to develop students’ 

emotional wellbeing, it is weaved into the sessions, with opportunities to ‘check 

– in,’ develop regulation and mindfulness strategies to support with all areas of 

the curriculum.  
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10. Changes 

 

Description Date Page Section 

Update to new format  04.06.2024 All All 

Curriculum Pathways 

ASC and PMLD areas 

RRSA 

Careers & Life for Skills 

Subject Leaders 

30.06.2025 6-9 

 

12 

 

13 

All 

 


